8s	you can't be too careful
Men's judgments of their fellow men are too often crude
and rash. Mr Myame was no Chadband after the fashion of
Dickens' cruel portrait. He was a sincere, earnest Believer.
He would have been the first to disclaim intellectual power,
He pretended to no great learning. It was only the very simp-
lest members of the congregation who imagined that he could
read the Scriptures in the original Greek and Hebrew. But
like most of that little church he was rich in the Gifts of the
Spirit. What are intellectual powers and learning when it
comes to the Gifts of the Spirit ? Given those, you can teach
anybody everything that matters, here and hereafter. That
has been the strength of Believers ever since Religion began.
The Gifts of the Spirit are so copious, the inheritance of our
common Christianity is so vast and various, that practically
anything in the way of belief except Monism and Atheism
can be picked out of its limitless treasury of exalting but
contradictory statements and traditions. The orthodoxies and
heresies alike are all no more than choice selections from that
stupendous abundance. All the priestly religions have found it
expedient for their own stability to restrain reference to the
Holy Scriptures. But the invention of paper and of printing
from movable type, let loose an unexpected flood of Bibles
upon Christendom, and the Anabaptists, the General Baptists,
the Particular Baptists and a great multitude of other non-
conformists ensued.
None of this, by the way, is dissertation or generalisation
or " ideas " or anything of that sort. There is no breach of
our undertaking here. This is a plain and simple exposition
of the fundamental processes that were going on in Mr Myame's
poor troubled hairy beetling head. He had been born into
the little Camden Town church, and he had obeyed the
injunction to search the Scriptures very faithfully. What
his group of believers searched them for were scraps and
phrases, often incomplete sentences or misapplied inter-
olations, that fell in with their already firmly established
i of thought. They picked these out and let the rest of that
amanageable abundance slide. They were blind to it.
The Bible abounds in contradictions of the most varied sort,

